CHAPTER V
THE  DAUCE  OF   SIVA
have seen how Indian philosophy symbolises
the Deity as pure form in the yantra; as sound in
the Divine Voice, represented by the mantras and
by the ragas and raginis of Indian music; again
as pure thought, in the image of the Divine Yogi,
and as thought-power in the person of the Divine
Mother.
The Power of the Godhead is also conceived
by the artist-philosopher in terms of motion or
vibration. Siva is the Divine Dancer, who in
108 different movements interprets the mathe-
matical law of the universe. The principal move-
ment, known as the Nadanta dance, is repre-
sented with wonderful power in the famous
bronze image of the Nataraja, the Lord of the
Dance, now in the Madras Museum (Plate XXIV).
Another form of the Dance, known as the Tan-
davan, which is similar to Kali's Dance of
destruction, is shown among the sculptures of
Elephanta and Ellora.1
> See " Ideals of Indian Art," by the author, Plates XXYIII
tod XXIX.
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